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BENEDICTINE, ben e dik'tin, a strong-
liquor originally prepared by the Benedictine
monks of the abbey of Fecamp, in Normandy,
Prance. It is now manufactured by a secular
company, and the process is a trade secret.
While it is said to have medicinal properties,
it is chiefly in use as a cordial after dinners.
BENEDICTINES, an order of monks
noted for their following of the rules of
Saint Benedict. The first monastery of the
Order was established at Monte Cassino by
Saint Benedict^ about 529. Benedict's idea
was that each monastery should be a separate
organization, and that the monastery should,
for the monk, take the place of the family.
The Order spread very rapidly, and after
the sixth century the Benedictines were the
leaders in the spread of Christianity and
civilization in the West. During the Dark
Ages the order was very influential in pre-
serving some of the traditions which the
bishops had been instrumental in keeping
alive, and their monasteries were the only
places where the followers of the Church
could find meeting-places in which they would
be separate from the social classes.
These monasteries became very large estab-
lishments, and their membership embraced
not only monks but laymen. Within them
various industries and trades were prose-
cuted, and some of the brothers were noted
for their skill in dyeing, weaving of cloth and
tanning. It was also in these monasteries
that many of the books written before the
invention of the art of printing were made.
The Order has never lost its influence and
has spread wherever the Roman Catholic
Church is known.
BENEFIT ASSOCIATIONS. See fra-
ternal societies.
BENEFIT OF CLER'GY, a privilege for-
merly recognized in England, by which the
clergy accused of capital offenses were ex-
empted from the jurisdiction of lay tribunals
and were left to be dealt with by their bishop.
Though originally it was intended to apply
only to the clergy or clerks, later every one
who could read was considered to be a clerk.
A layman could only receive the benefit of
clergy once, however, and he was not allowed
to go without being branded on the thumb,
a punishment which later was commuted to
whipping, imprisonment or transportation.
The benefit of clergy was abolished in 1827.
BENGAL, bengawl', one of the fifteen
great governing units, or presidencies, of
 British India, whose chief administrator is
appointed by the Crown, with the title of
governor. The fourteen other provinces
are each ruled by a governor or chief
commissioner who is appointed by the
Governor-General, or Viceroy, of India. The
northern part of the Bay of Bengal is the
eastern boundary of Bengal; Calcutta is the
great city of the province. The area is
78,700 square miles; the greatest length is
400 miles; the greatest width, 250 miles. Into
this area are crowded 50,000,000 people.
Bengal is a great plain, surrounded by
mountains and crossed by many rivers, of
which the Brahmaputra and the Ganges are
the most important. The portion of the
country around the Bay of Bengal is low and
flat, and a large area of it is inundated during
the rainy season each year. The soil is very
fertile and supports a luxurious vegetation.
It is a rich agricultural country and about
46,000 square miles are under cultivation. Of
these, three-fourths are given to rice, about
one-fifth to other cereals and the remainder
to oil seeds, opium, indigo and a few other
minor crops. Silk is manufactured, and the
raising of jute is an important industry.
The manufacturing interests have suffered
somewhat from the introduction of machine*
made goods from Great Britain and other
European countries, so that the delicate cot-
ton and silk fabrics, formerly so common in
Bengal, have nearly disappeared. Modern
methods of manufacture have been intro-
duced and large factories have been erected
in come of the cities and are supported by
European capital. The commerce is very
extensive, and most of it is carried on through
the port of Calcutta. The imports are tes>
tiles, cotton, yarn, metal, sugar and machin-
ery; and the exports, rice, opium, indigo,
wheat and cotton, Most of the trade is car-
ried on with Great Britain, China and Japan,
and to some extent with the United States
and, before the World War, with Germany.
The climate is very hot and during the
rainy season is unhealthful for white people,
who go to the foothills of the Himalayas
during the hottest weather*
The lieutenant-governor is the efaief ex*
eeutive; he is nominally assisted by a eotmcfi
of fifty-two members, including twenty
Hindus and seven Mohammedans* Calcutta
is the capital of the presidency* The lam*
guage spoken is called Bengali by the Baglisfc
(see bengali), Sea

